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matic in compassing its own interests, but especially
it must acquire ingenuity and inventiveness in deal-
ing with the heterogeneous mass of human beings
out of which it is constituted, all of whom, however,
are actuated in every movement by fixed laws that it
must first discover. This social intellect must imitate
in all respects the individual intellect. It must even
be egoistic, since its own interests are also those of
its individual components, and therefore there is no
possibility of injury except through failure to secure
those interests.

But these propositions are too general. Let us
descend to something more specific. The general
result of a careful study of the alleged "social
organism" results in the conclusion that the only
true basis of comparison between society and an ani-
mal organism is psychical. In this comparison it is
admitted even by Spencer that the true social homo-
logue of the animal brain is to be found in human
government. The social intellect, if there is to be
one, must be located in the governing body of so-
ciety. That such a thing is possible is obvious to
any one who is capable of divesting himself of popu-
lar prejudices.

Of course, as already remarked, this is largely
theoretical in the present state of society, but noth-
ing is clearer than that the legislative body of any
given state may exercise intelligence. It is sup-
posed to do this now, and only misarchists will deny
that it generally does so, albeit an intelligence of a